National Guard Bureau Letter:
Clarification of New TAG Spouse Travel Policy


                DEPARTMENTS OF THE ARMY AND THE AIR FORCE

                          NATIONAL GUARD BUREAU

                           2500 ARMY PENTAGON 

                       WASHINGTON, D.C. 2O310-2500

NGB-PA                                               13 July 1995

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ADJUTANTS GENERAL OF ALL STATES,

               PUERTO RICO, THE VIRGIN ISLANDS,

               GUAM, AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

SUBJECT: (All States Log Number P95-0103) Clarification on New TAG 

  Spouse Travel Policy

1. DoD published a new DoD4515.13R, Air Transportation Eligibility dated November 1994. The following guidance is provided for your information and action:

     a. Reference paragraph 3c. (2): "A family member of a State

governor, lieutenant governor or adjutant genera when travel is

for official duty connected with National Guard activities.  Travel may be in and between CONUS, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands and the States of Alaska and Hawaii. The traveler must be accompanied by the official and there must be an unquestionably official function in which the family member is actually to participate in an official capacity, or such travel must be in the interest of the National Guard. Such participation is normally limited to spouses. State governors, or in their absence, lieutenant governors, shall personally sign approvals on

a case-by-case basis for a family member to travel.

2. TAG spouse travel requests will be sent to NGB-PA at least 30 days prior to the travel date for review and coordination. NGB-PA will return requests with comments to the state for the governor's approval/disapproval.

3. The following guidelines will be taken into consideration by the states when submitting requests:

     a. The official function to be attended must be directly related to state guard business.

     b. Briefings, visits or tours alone are not sufficient justification to travel.

     c. There must be a substantive spouse agenda with an interchange of ideas or discussion with National Guard personnel.

     d. The availability of space alone is not sufficient reason to authorize spouse travel.
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     e. Events for which spouse travel will not normally be approved include parades, military balls, award and change of command ceremonies, banquets, orientation tours, social functions, promotion ceremonies and activities sponsored by private organizations.

     f. Per diem is not authorized.

4. Request for unaccompanied TAG spouse travel or travel aboard commercial aircraft at government expense is discouraged Requests

for exception to this policy must be submitted to NGB-PA not later than 30 days prior to travel date. This policy applies only when the TAG is performing duties in Federal Status (Title 10 or 32).

5. This letter has NGB-JA, NGB-OSA, NGB-PA, ANGRC/XOO, SAAA-PP and SAAA coordination and supersedes all previous policies to include paragraph 3-3d, NGR (AR) 95-03, 1 June 1992 which is under revision The policy contained in this memo will expire on 13 July 1996 unless superseded.

FOR THE CHIEF, NATIONAL GUARD BUREAU

                                DANIEL DONOHUE

                                Chief Public Affairs and

                                Community Support



