LIEUTENANT COLONEL LAURENCE W. HOWL

Lieutenant Colonel Laurence W. Howl is the Commander of the Operational Support Airlift Command (OSACOM) and also serves as the Deputy Commander of the Operational Support Airlift Agency (OSAA) at Fort Belvoir, Virginia.  His responsibilities include commanding four Army National Guard (ARNG) fixed wing aircraft Regional Flight Centers, as well overseeing OSAA staff actions to support 80 ARNG flying units and 114 ARNG fixed wing aircraft.

Lieutenant Colonel Howl enlisted in the Army Reserve in 1981, and served as a cadet in the Colorado ARNG  while attending the University of Colorado Army Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) program.  He was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in May 1983, and recognized as a ROTC Distinguished Military Student under the early commissioning program.  His first commissioned assignment was Vertical Construction Platoon Leader for the 244th Combat Engineer Battalion, U.S. Army Reserve, from 1983 - 1985. 
He entered active duty in May 1985 as a ROTC Distinguished Military Graduate and was branched Aviation.  Upon completion of flight school and the fixed-wing qualification course, Lieutenant Colonel Howl’s active duty assignments through 1990 included service in West Germany during the Cold War as Platoon Leader, Executive Officer, S-1, and RC-12 pilot for the 2nd Military Intelligence Battalion (Aerial Exploitation).  He deployed to Operation Desert Storm from 1990 to 1991 where he served as Operations Officer/Assistant S-3 for the 2nd MI Bn under VII Corps.
Lieutenant Colonel Howl served as Flight Platoon Leader/Operations Officer and RC-12 pilot for the 138th MI Company (Aerial Exploitation) in the Army Reserve from 1992 – 1995.  He entered the ARNG Title 10 Active Guard Reserve (AGR) program in 1995 as Operations Officer and C-12 pilot for the Fort Bragg Regional Flight Center, then assumed command of the Panama Regional Flight Center in 1997.  After successful completion of command in 1999, he served as Safety Officer and OH-58 pilot for the North Carolina ARNG from 1999 to 2000.  He served on active duty special work with the Colorado ARNG during Operation Noble Eagle in 2001, and later served as special projects officer and executive officer for OSAA at Fort Belvoir, VA in 2002.  

Lieutenant Colonel Howl re-entered Title 10 AGR service as Standardization Division Chief for OSAA in 2002.  He then served as S-3/Operations Division Chief for OSAA from 2004 to 2005, assisting numerous ARNG fixed wing units to deploy to Operations Enduring Freedom (OEF) and Iraqi Freedom (OIF).  He was assigned to U.S. Pacific Command as a Strategic Planner in 2005, and became the Southeast Asia Plans Branch Chief from 2007 to 2008, responsible for a classified Joint Chiefs of Staff numbered contingency plan.  He served as the ARNG’s Forces Command (FORSCOM) Aviation Resource Management Survey (ARMS) Team Chief from 2008 – 2009 where  he inspected Army Aviation units to ensure their combat readiness and program compliance.
Lieutenant Colonel Howl is a graduate of the U.S. Air Force Air War College (Distance Learning), and holds a master’s degree in International Relations from Boston University.  He is a Master Aviator and is a graduate of the Air Assault School.  His awards include the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Army Meritorious Service Medal (1OLC), Joint Service Commendation Medal, Army Commendation Medal (2OLC), and Army Achievement Medal (1OLC).  

