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Colonel Michael E. Bobeck
     Colonel Michael Bobeck enlisted in the NY Army National Guard in May 1979 and attended Basic and Advanced Infantryman Training at Ft Benning, GA.  He was assigned to the Scout Platoon, Combat Service Company, 1/174th Infantry Battalion.  In 1981, Colonel Bobeck enrolled into the Simultaneous Membership Program at Canisius College ROTC and was a Distinguished Military Graduate when commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in May 1983.
     Colonel Bobeck entered active duty in July 1984 as an Aviation Officer, attending the Aviation Officer Basic Course and Initial Entry Rotary Wing (IERW) course, graduating in July 1985 as an Aeroscout Pilot.  He was assigned to Air Cavalry Troop, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, Ft Bliss, TX.  During this assignment, he served as Aeroscout and Aeroweapons Platoon Leader, Squadron III/V Support Platoon Leader and completed the AH-1F qualification course.  He returned to Ft Rucker in 1988 to complete the Aviation Officer Advanced Course and enroute to his next assignment at Ft Drum, completed the Aviation Maintenance Officer and Test Pilot Course for the AH-1F.  He served as Armament Platoon Leader in E Co. 25th Aviation Company (AVIM), 10th Mountain Division until selected to Command D Troop, 3/17th Cavalry Squadron in 1990.  Completing his command in 1992, then CPT Bobeck was reassigned back to E/25 AVIM as Production Control Officer.  Selected in 1992 for the 160th Special Operations Aviation Regiment (SOAR), he attended the CH47 Qualification Course and Maintenance Test Pilot before assignment to 3rd Battalion, 160th SOAR in Savannah, GA.  While assigned to 3/160th SOAR, then MAJ Bobeck served as Production Control Officer, Battalion S4, and Commander, C Co 3/160th.  In 1997, Colonel Bobeck returned to the NY Army National Guard as a full time military technician to command Army Aviation Support Facility #2 in Rochester, NY.
     Colonel Bobeck’s military assignments in the NYARNG included Aviation Liaison Officer- JFHQ, Executive Officer, 1/142nd Attack Battalion.  In Jan 2001, he became the full time State Army Aviation Officer, a position he held until November 2009.  In December 2003, while serving as Commander, 1/142nd Corps AVIM Battalion, the unit was alerted and deployed as part of Operation Iraqi Freedom II as the III Corps AVIM Battalion at LSA Anaconda performing maintenance on Corps Aviation aircraft.  His battalion was awarded the Meritorious Unit Award for their service in theater.  Upon return in 2005, Colonel Bobeck resumed the duties of State Aviation Officer and became the Director of Aviation and Safety for JFHQ, NY.  In September 2008, COL Bobeck assumed command of the 42nd Combat Aviation Brigade. 
Colonel Bobeck is a Master Army Aviator qualified in the OH58A/C, UH-1, AH-1F/P/S, CH47D, MH47D, UH60 A/L and C-12.  He is also an Instructor Pilot and Maintenance Test Pilot in several aircraft.  COL Bobeck graduated from the Army War College in 2008.
Colonel Bobeck’s awards and decorations include; the Bronze Star, Meritorious Service Medal (2 OLC), Air Medal, Army Commendation Medal (1 OLC), Army Achievement Medal, National Defense Service Medal, 
Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Humanitarian Service Medal (1 OLC), Army Service Ribbon, Armed Forces Reserve Medal with Mobilization Device, Joint Meritorious Unit Award, Meritorious Unit Award, Army Superior Unit Award (1 OLC), Air Assault Badge, Master Aviator Badge. 
Colonel Bobeck is a life member of the Night Stalker Association, and Army Aviation Association of America and former President of the Empire Chapter.
